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Cuyahoga River, 1952
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Presentation Notes
River burned at least 13 times before the infamous 1969 fire. River fires were common across the nation.



NEORSD at a Glance
• Service area: 355 square miles

• Services: Regional sewer and stormwater management, water quality 
monitoring, Lake Erie beach monitoring, maintenance

• Water Quality and Industrial Surveillance

• Analytical Services 

• Serving: Cleveland and 61 communities (1 million residents)

• Governance: 7-member Board of Trustees
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Presentation Notes
Our 61 member communities spread across 355 square miles



What we do

• Own, operate 3 wastewater treatment plants

• 330 miles of sewers

• $3 billion, 25-year combined sewer overflow control program

• 476+ mile regional stormwater system



50 Years of Environmental Investment

• Since 1972: Billions invested in clean water
• Wastewater treatment plants

• Interceptor and relief sewers

• CSO control and interceptor rehabilitation

• Regional Stormwater Management

• Other facility upgrades



Wastewater Treatment Plants



Project Clean Lake,

$3 billion in 25 years, CSO Control, Sewer Fees
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Presentation Notes
We are also responsible for addressing the region’s legacy of combined sewers where storm and sanitary where intentionally combined in one pipe. This is the way Cleveland 10 inner ring communities developed. 




Regional Stormwater Management Program,

$46 million annually, Flooding and Erosion, Impervious Surface Fee 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And we are responsible for regional stormwater management – streams, pipes, and culverts draining 300 acres or more. 

This deals with the legacy of poor to no stormwater management as communities developed as well as poor stormwater management as development and redevelopment continue. 




Public Notification



Public Health Impacts: Basement Flooding
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BASEMENTS!
Sewer backup into your basement…..its the worst.
It hits right were it counts most…in your home.

In addition to being a CWA violation, it is also a BIG risk to PH
Typically caused by sewer capacity issues, failing sewer conditions and I/I
Direct exposure to raw sewage

I’m not sure how many of you have experienced basement flooding, but I can tell you from personal experience that it is messy, expensive, stressful and frustrating not to mention the impact on home values.

 No one wants to buy a home that has experienced basement flooding from sewer backup.

It can have a major economic impact on a neighborhood, especially one that is repeatedly flooded.




Harmful Algal Blooms



NEORSD Examples of Collaboration
• E. coli Tracking

• Rapid test development

• Genetic fecal indicator markers

• Flow current studies (impact of urban streams on beaches)

• Source tracking

• HAB Analysis/Health Advisories 

• PFAS Analysis/Treatment

• COVID 19 Analysis

• Member Community/Infrastructure Program (MCIP)



Future Environmental Investments

• Regulations need to be driven by sound science

• Environmental investment needs are significant and sound 
science helps drive decision making

• Environmental $$s are limited, projects need prioritization to 
maximize benefits (MCIP is an example)
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